
For more information
Staff from the Professional and French Language 
Services department are committed to supporting 
your work and learning with the TLLT. 

The Staff Officer responsible for TLLT is:

Danielle Fullan Kolton, PhD 
Staff Officer, Professional and French  
Language Services

191 Harcourt Street 
Winnipeg, MB R3J 3H2

P: 204.831.3064 
TF: 1-866-494-5747 x 282 
C: 204.461.0651   
E: dfullankolton@mbteach.org 

Diversity & inclusion

Workshops
The mandate of the Teacher-Led Learning Team is to 
design and facilitate workshops for Society members 
across the province.

The 4A’s Inclusivity Lens: Is Everyone in Focus?

Participants will develop the capacity to work 
inclusively with diverse school communities.

Topics: inclusive practices that enhance access, 
agency, advocacy, and solidarity action; privilege  
and power.

Classroom practices

Collaborative cultures

Student support 

Classroom Management & Student Engagement

Participants will explore prevention and intervention 
strategies to enhance classroom management and 
student engagement.

Topics: relationships; role of the teacher; brain friendly 
teaching; conscious discipline skills; paradigms for 
responding to challenging behaviours; psychology  
of success.

High-Impact Teams 

Participants will learn about ways to enhance 
meaningful collaborative work within grade-level 
teams, PLCs, and departments. 

Topics: qualities of high-performing groups, 
strengths and impacts of work style preferences;  
tools for talking about things that matter. 

Cultivating the Super Powers in your Teams: 
Working with Educational Assistants 

Participants will explore practices and strategies that 
enhance dynamic working relationships between 
teachers and EAs. 

Topics: roles and responsibilities of Educational 
Assistants; MTS policy and provincial regulations; 
effective communication strategies; preparation, 
guidance, and supervision of EAs. 

Meet our

team

Chantelle Cotton is currently the consultant for Education 
for Sustainable Development in the Winnipeg School 
Division. She knows that concepts, like people, are 
understood better with a personal connection, and 
she is passionate about learning, creativity, and people. 
Chantelle achieved a Bachelor of Education degree in 
2006 and earned the Prime Minister’s Award for  
Teaching Excellence in 2011.

Chantelle 
Cotton 

Lesley Welwood is currently the Inclusion Teacher for 
the River East Transcona School Division. She holds an 
undergraduate degree in Early Years Education and as 
well as two Post-Baccalaureate Diplomas in Leadership 
and Inclusive Special Education. Lesley is a Universal 
Design for Learning facilitator and certified trainer.

Lesley 
Welwood 

Marla Armstrong is an EAL and Reading Recovery teacher at 
Whyte Ridge Elementary School in Winnipeg. She has over 
twenty years of experience as an educator. Marla has Bachelor 
of Arts and Education degrees as well as certificates in TESL 
and Reading Recovery. She values opportunities to work 
collaboratively with educators to promote rich learning. 

Marla  
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COLLABORATIVE CULTURES DESIGN TEAM:

Stephen Jaddock has been a teacher and school leader 
for 22 years. He is currently the vice principal at Dauphin 
Regional and the Dual Credits Facilitator for Mountain 
View School Division. Stephen is passionate about leading 
and learning: he has served on the COSL Leadership Team 
and is working on a second Master’s Degree.

Stephen 
Jaddock 



Lindsey Sturgeon is passionate about working with 
students who require additional support both in the 
classroom and in the community. Her eight years of 
teaching experience span several positions at a variety 
of levels, and she is currently working as the resource 
teacher at Stonewall Collegiate Institute.

Lindsey  
Sturgeon  

Arlene Macduff has 26 years of teaching experience which 
span early and middle years. She presently teaches grade 
two at Stony Mountain School and has a special interest 
in creative development, universal design, and inquiry 
learning. Arlene has two PBDE’s, a Special Education 
Certificate, and a Level 1 Administration Certificate.
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Laurie Bachewich has been a teacher and leader in 
education for 18 years, working at various levels in K-12. 
She is currently the principal of Erickson Elementary. 
Laurie has a special passion for social justice education 
and has been involved with UNESCO.  

Laurie 
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Arianne Cloutier has been teaching K-12 for 10 years 
and is currently a grade one teacher at École Christine-
Lespérance. She also served for two years as the president 
of the Éducatrices et éducateurs francophones du 
Manitoba (EFM). She is passionate about technology  
and enjoys facilitating PD.

Arianne  
Cloutier 

Andrea Overby has been a senior high human ecology 
and science teacher for 13 years at Westwood Collegiate 
in Winnipeg. She has also been involved with MTS on 
the Young Humanitarian Awards Committee and the 
Teacher Action Cohort group. Recently she has worked 
with international teachers as part of Project Overseas 
through the Canadian Teachers’ Federation. 
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Brock Brown has taught for 25 years in a variety of grade 
4-12 positions and off-campus contexts in various school 
divisions. His practice is guided by learner autonomy, 
critical thinking, and the value of each individual. These 
principles have led him to participate as the National 
Coordinator for the Educator’s Network of Amnesty 
international Canada and as a school rep for MTS.

Brock  
Brown 

Colleen Penner Podaima has been a school psychologist 
for 20 years and is currently working in the River East 
Transcona School Division. She graduated from the 
University of Manitoba with a PhD in Inclusive Special 
Education and has taught in graduate programs and 
facilitated teacher PD. Her professional interests include 
inclusive practices for students with EBD and mental 
health concerns and use of mindfulness in school settings.   
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James Kostuchuk teaches history and manages the 
school’s archive at Portage Collegiate Institute. He 
graduated from the University of Manitoba with degrees 
in Political Science and Education and was awarded 
the Prime Minister’s Award for Teaching Excellence in 
2009. He is the current chair of the Portage Teachers’ 
Association Professional Development Committee. 

James  
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Robin Plouffe-Hingley is a resource teacher at Minnetonka 
School in Winnipeg. As a teacher with a diverse portfolio of 
experiences spanning 17 years, she endeavors to collaborate 
with colleagues to use practices that meet the needs of all of 
her students. Robin is passionate about supporting learning 
communities with compassion and humour.  

Robin 
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Meet
our team

Amber Britsky teaches Grade 5/6 at Highbury School 
in Winnipeg, and she has taught at various levels, 
K-12, in her nine years of teaching. Amber recently 
graduated with her Post-Baccalaureate Diploma and 
Special Education certificate. She is a strong advocate 
of inclusive classrooms and a practitioner of the Three 
Block Model of Universal Design for Learning. 
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Valerie McInnes has been a teacher and school leader 
for over 25 years. She has taught at various levels of 
the K-12 system, including resource and guidance 
positions, and she has taught at the post-secondary 
level. Valerie is currently the principal at Whitmore 
School in Dauphin. Valerie’s professional interests 
include cultural proficiency and school culture.
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Catherine Hart has been teaching for eight years. She 
is an English teacher and GSA advisor at West Kildonan 
Collegiate in Winnipeg, as well as Vice President of 
the Seven Oaks Teachers’ Association. Catherine is 
passionate about promoting equity and social justice  
in schools and the wider community.
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DIVERSITY & INCLUSION DESIGN TEAM:

CLASSROOM PRACTICES DESIGN TEAM:

Chris Roe has been fortunate to experience Outdoor 
Education and literacy learning in his 17-year career 
working in middle years education. He is presently a 
resource teacher at H. G. Izatt School in Winnipeg and 
a student at the U of M finishing a Post-Baccalaureate 
Diploma in Special Education.
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STUDENT SUPPORT DESIGN TEAM:


